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PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
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Lawrence, M. L., Gittings, K. L., Thomas, S. N., Eerdmans, R. E., Hans, V. P., Campbell, J. E., & Salerno, J. M. (2025). White Participants’ Perceptions of Implicit Bias Interventions in U.S. Courts. Behavioral Sciences, 15(9), 1269. https://doi.org/10.3390/bs15091269 
Lawrence, M. L., Gittings, K. L., Hans, V. P., Campbell, J. C., & Salerno, J. M. (2025). The effects of implicit bias interventions on mock jurors’ civil trial decisions and perceptions of the courts. Law and Human Behavior, 49(3), 186–205. https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000610
Phalen, H. J., Lawrence, M., Gittings, K. L., Line, E., Thomas, S., Eerdmans, R., Bettis, T., Campbell, J., & Salerno, J. M. (2024). Regional gender bias and year predict gender representation on civil trial teams. Law and Human Behavior. Advance online publication. 48(5-6), 580-596. https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000585  

UNDER REVIEW
Phalen, H. J., Gittings, K. L., & Salerno, J. M. (R&R). The Impact of pre- and post-harm victim photographs on jurors’ opinions of victims and guilt judgments
Gittings, K. L., Giffin, C., Wulff, A., & Salerno, J. M. (R&R). The message or the messenger: the impact of explanation satisfaction and source characteristics on perceptions of experts and verdicts. Behavioral Sciences
Lim, T., Neel, R., Xie, F.,…Gittings, K. L.,…Hehman, E. (under review). Improving predictive models of prejudice. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

IN PREPARATION
Gittings, K. L., Lawrence, M. L., Duran, N., & Salerno, J. M. (in prep). Women exonerees who call 911: A call for expanding the profile of wrongful convictions. 

RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS

Gittings, K. L., Salerno, J.M. (2025, March). The Influence of Stereotypic Perceptions and Moral Outrage on Trial Outcomes for Lesbian Defendants [Paper]. American Psychology-Law Society, San Juan, PR.
	**Specialty Award for Outstanding Student Presentation in Diversity-Related Research
Lawrence, M., Gittings, K. L., Hans, V., Campbell, J. C., & Salerno, J.M (2025, March). Testing Implicit Bias Interventions: Mock Jurors’ Verdicts and Trust in the Courts in a Civil Trial with a Black Plaintiff [Paper]. American Psychology-Law Society, San Juan, PR.
Bell, S., Lawrence, M., Gnerer, R., Gittings, K. L., & Salerno, J. M. (2025, March). Mock Juror Awareness that a Study is About Racial Bias in Civil Trial Contexts [Poster]. American Psychology-Law Society, San Juan, PR.
Reed, J. Rath, H. J., Thomas, S., Mikell, J., Eerdmans, R., Gittings, K. L., Lawrence, M., Salerno, J., & Smalarz, L. (2025, March). Liberals’ and Conservatives’ Acknowledgement of Racial Biases in the Legal System [Poster]. American Psychology-Law Society, San Juan, PR. 
Gittings, K. L., Salerno, J.M. (2025, February). Defendant Sexual Orientation and Its Impact on Stereotypic Perceptions, Moral Outrage, and Trial Outcomes for Female Defendants [Poster]. Social Psychology in Legal Contexts Preconference at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Conference, Denver, CO.
Lawrence, M., Gittings, K. L., Thomas, S. N., Eerdmans, R. E., Hans, V., Campbell, J. C., & Salerno, J.M. (2025, February). Exploring Mock Jurors Support of Implicit Bias Interventions in Courtroom Settings [Poster]. Social Psychology in Legal Contexts Preconference at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Conference, Denver, CO.
Eerdmans, R., Phalen, H. J., Lawrence, M., Gittings, K. L., Line, E., Thomas, S., Bettis, T., Campbell, J., & Salerno, J. M. (2025, February). Regional Gender Bias and Year Predict Gender Representation on Civil Trial Teams [Poster]. Social Psychology in Legal Contexts Preconference at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Conference, Denver, CO.
Rath, H. J., Thomas, S., Mikell, J., Eerdmans, R., Gittings, K. L., Lawrence, M., Salerno, J., & Smalarz, L. (2025, February). Americans’ acknowledgement of racial biases in society [Poster]. Society for Personality and Social Psychology Conference, Denver, CO.
Gittings, K. L., Lawrence, M. L., Duran, N., Yurgel, J., Coakley, B., Gnerer, R., King, N., Ellersick, G., & Salerno, J.M. (2024, March). Behind the call: Exploring the characteristics of exonerees who call 911 [Data Blitz].  American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Los Angeles, CA. 
Gittings, K. L., Saiter, E. R., Madon, S., & Guyll, M. (2024, March). The positive impact of forensic expert verification on perceptions of evidence [Poster Session]. American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Los Angeles, CA. 
Bettis, T., Phalen, H. J., Gittings, K., & Salerno, J. M. (2023, June). The impact of dehumanizing language to describe a capital defendant in court [Conference Session]. Law & Society Association Annual Conference, San Juan, PR.
Gittings, K., Phalen, H. J., Salerno, J. M., & Adamoli, M. (2023, June). The impact of pre- and post-death victim photographs on mock jurors’ opinions of victims and guilt judgments [Conference Session]. American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 
Thomas, S. N., Eerdmans, R., Gittings, K., Phalen, H., Lawrence, M., Reeder, I., Lopez, A. V., & Salerno, J. M. (2023, March). Effects of attorney race and local racial bias on civil trial outcomes [Poster Session].  American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Philadelphia, PA.
Gittings, K. & Willis Hepp, B. (2022, June). Supporting student-driven preferences for application in family theories classes: Using movies to bridge the gap [Poster Presentation]. Teaching Family Science Conference, Virtual.
Gittings, K. & Willis Hepp, B. (2022, May). Interpretation of students’ preferences for using media to tech theory and understanding efficacy in undergraduate settings [Poster Presentation]. Undergraduate Research and Creative Inquiry Spring Research Forum, Towson University, MD. 
Gittings, K., Bock, J., & Weidler, B. (2022, April). The effect of personal perceptions of safety and threat-based stereotyping on legal judgments [Panel Presentation]. Northeast Regional Honors Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 
Gittings, K., Bock, J., & Weidler, B. (2022, April). The effect of personal perceptions of safety and threat-based stereotyping on legal judgments [Conference Session]. National Conference on Undergraduate Research, Virtual. 
Gittings, K., Bock, J., & Weidler, B. (2022, March). The effect of personal perceptions of safety and threat-based stereotyping on legal judgments [Poster Presentation]. Honors College Celebration of Scholarship and Learning, Towson University, MD. **2nd Place Research Award 
Gittings, K., Ammar, M., Groser, L., & Weidler, B. (2020, April). The effect of location and color on attentional control [Conference Session]. Undergraduate Research and Creative Inquiry Spring Research Forum, Virtual. 
SUBMITTED PRESENTATIONS
Gittings, K. L., Lawrence, M.L., Duran, N.., Salerno, J.M. (2026, February). The role of gender stereotypes and suspicion in cases of wrongful conviction. Submitted as a poster to the Gender Preconference at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Conference, Chicago, IL.
Gittings, K. L., Lawrence, M.L., Duran, N., Wulff, A., Salerno, J.M. (2026, March). Primed for suspicion: How guilt-presumptive mindsets shape perceptions of 911 callers. Submitted as a paper to the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Reno, NV. 
Lawrence, M. L., Gittings, K. L., Thomas, S. N., Eerdmans, R. E., Hans, V. P., Campbell, J. E., & Salerno, J. M. (2026, March). White Participants’ Perceptions of Implicit Bias Interventions in U.S. Courts. Submitted as a paper to the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Reno, NV. 

GRANTS, HONORS, & AWARDS
Cornell University Sage Fellowship	2025
Graduate Student Government Professional Development Travel Award ($950)	2025
Graduate Student Government Individual Travel Award ($950)	2025
Graduate Student Government Group Travel Award ($3800, split among 4 PhD students)	2024
Graduate Student Government Jumpstart Research Grant ($750)	2024
The Impact of Base Rate Information on Perceptions of 911 Callers 
Graduate Student Individual Travel Award ($950)	2024
AP-LS Graduate Grants-in-Aid ($2000)	2023
Investigating the Role of Anti-LGBTQ Bias in the Courtroom	
Graduate Student Government Jumpstart Research Grant ($750)	2023
Anti-Lesbian Bias in the Courtroom
Graduate Student Group Travel Award ($2850, split among 3 PhD students)	2023
Graduate Student Individual Travel Award ($950)	2023
Outstanding Graduating Psychology Senior ($825)	 2022
Honors College and Undergraduate Research Travel Grant ($975)	2022
Towson College of Liberal Arts’ Faculty and Student Research Award ($500) 	2021
The Effect of Personal Perceptions of Safety and Threat-Based Stereotyping on Legal Judgments	
Undergraduate Research Club Travel Grant ($325)	 2021
Undergraduate Research & Creative Inquiry Research Impact Award ($1000) 	2021
The Effect of Personal Perceptions of Safety and Threat-Based Stereotyping on Legal Judgments	 
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant: NSF & NIJ Peremptory Challenge Grant	2024-2025
· Quantitative coding of court transcripts from jury selection proceedings 

Project Lead (Data Science Devils): Prejudice Modeling Competition	2024
· Collaborators: Dr. Derek Powell & Rose Eerdmans 
· Used machine learning techniques to develop a quantitative model of prejudice 
· Awarded 2nd place out of over 40 submissions on original data & had the best performing model over generalization testing

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
2



Guest Lecture	
PSY 468: Psychology and Law (In Person—Spring 2025) 
 Intimate Partner Violence, Criminalization of Victims & Policy Reform 

Course Development 
PSY 468: Psychology and Law—Created course lectures, exam materials, and discussion assignments for two modules (Wrongful Convictions and Intimate Partner Violence)

Teaching Assistant

	Fall 2024
	Psychology and Law

	Fall 2024
	Correctional Psychology (Graduate)

	Summer 2024
	Capstone in Forensic Psychology (Graduate)

	Summer 2024
	Advanced Legal Psychology (Graduate)

	Spring 2024
	Forensic Psychology Research (Graduate)

	Spring 2024
	Advanced Forensic Psychology (Graduate)

	Fall 2023
	Quantitative Analysis I (Graduate)

	Summer 2023
	Capstone in Forensic Psychology (Graduate)

	Summer 2023
	Research Methods (Graduate)

	Summer 2023
	Advanced Psychology of Criminal Investigations (Graduate)

	Spring 2023
	Psychology and Law

	Spring 2023
	Advanced Forensic Psychology (Graduate)

	Fall 2022
	Psychology Master’s Capstone (Graduate)

	Fall 2022
	Introduction to Psychology

	Fall 2022
	Learning and Motivation

	Spring 2020
	Abnormal Psychology
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

American Psychology-Law Society Conference Proposal Reviewer	2025
Law and Behavioral Science Graduate Student Committee—Social Chair	2023-2024
Graduate and Professional Student Association Travel Grant Reviewer	2023-2025
Towson University Undergraduate Research Alumni Affiliate	2023-2025
Administer Justice Legal Aid Clinic—Glendale, AZ	2024-2025	
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP



American Psychology-Law Society
Society for Social and Personality Psychology
American Psychological Association
Law and Society Association
Psi Chi
Alpha Kappa Delta


 
