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Advisor:	Dr.	Jessica	Salerno	
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Advisors:	Dr.	Jarrod	Bock	&	Dr.	Blaire	Weidler	
Honors	Undergraduate	Thesis:	The	Effect	of	Personal	Perceptions	of	Safety	and	Threat-Based	Stereotyping	on	
Legal	Judgments		
	
RESEARCH	PRESENTATIONS	
Gittings,	K.	L.,	Lawrence,	M.	L.,	Duran,	N.,	Yurgel,	J.,	Coakley,	B.,	Gnerer,	R.,	King,	N.,	&	Salerno,	J.M.	(March,	

2024).	Behind	the	call:	Exploring	the	characteristics	of	exonerees	who	call	911.	Proposal	Submitted	to	the	
American	Psychology-Law	Society	Conference,	Las	Angeles,	CA.		

Saiter,	E.	R.,	Gittings,	K.	L.,	Madon,	S.,	&	Guyll,	M.	The	positive	impact	of	forensic	expert	verification	on	
perceptions	of	evidence.	Proposal	Submitted	to	the	American	Psychology-Law	Society	Conference,	Las	
Angeles,	CA.		

Bettis,	T.,	Phalen,	H.	J.,	Gittings,	K.,	&	Salerno,	J.	M.	(June,	2023).	The	impact	of	dehumanizing	language	to	
describe	a	capital	defendant	in	court	[Conference	Session].	Law	&	Society	Association	Annual	Conference,	
San	Juan,	PR.	

Gittings,	K.,	Phalen,	H.	J.,	Salerno,	J.	M.,	&	Adamoli,	M.	(March,	2023).	The	impact	of	pre-	and	post-death	victim	
photographs	on	mock	jurors’	opinions	of	victims	and	guilt	judgments	[Conference	Session].	American	
Psychology-Law	Society	Conference,	Philadelphia,	PA.		

Thomas,	S.	N.,	Eerdmans,	R.,	Gittings,	K.,	Phalen,	H.,	Lawrence,	M.,	Reeder,	I.,	Lopez,	A.	V.,	&	Salerno,	J.	M.	
(March,	2023).	Effects	of	attorney	race	and	local	racial	bias	on	civil	trial	outcomes	[Poster	Session].		
American	Psychology-Law	Society	Conference,	Philadelphia,	PA.	

Gittings,	K.	&	Willis	Hepp,	B.	(June,	2022).	Supporting	student-driven	preferences	for	application	
in	family	theories	classes:	Using	movies	to	bridge	the	gap	[Poster	Presentation].	Teaching	Family	Science	
Conference,	Virtual.	

Gittings,	K.	&	Willis	Hepp,	B.	(May,	2022).	Interpretation	of	students’	preferences	for	using	media	to	tech	theory	
and	understanding	efficacy	in	undergraduate	settings	[Poster	Presentation].	CURE	Research	Forum,	
Towson	University,	MD.		

Gittings,	K.,	Bock,	J.,	&	Weidler,	B.	(April,	2022).	The	effect	of	personal	perceptions	of	safety	and	threat-based	
stereotyping	on	legal	judgments	[Panel	Presentation].	Northeast	Regional	Honors	Conference,	
Philadelphia,	PA.		

Gittings,	K.,	Bock,	J.,	&	Weidler,	B.	(April,	2022).	The	effect	of	personal	perceptions	of	safety	and	threat-based	
stereotyping	on	legal	judgments	[Conference	Session].	National	Conference	on	Undergraduate	Research,	
Virtual.		

Gittings,	K.,	Bock,	J.,	&	Weidler,	B.	(March,	2022).	The	effect	of	personal	perceptions	of	safety	and	threat-based	
stereotyping	on	legal	judgments	[Poster	Presentation].	Honors	College	Celebration	of	Scholarship	and	
Learning,	Towson	University,	MD.	**2nd	Place	Research	Award		

Gittings,	K.,	Ammar,	M.,	Groser,	L.,	&	Weidler,	B.	(April,	2020).	The	effect	of	location	and	color	on	attentional	
control	[Conference	Session].	Undergraduate	Research	and	Creative	Inquiry	Spring	Research	Forum,	
Virtual.		
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TEACHING	EXPERIENCE	
Course	Development		

PSY	468:	Psychology	and	Law—Created	course	lectures,	exam	materials,	and	discussion	assignments	for	
two	modules	(Wrongful	Convictions	and	Intimate	Partner	Violence)

	
Course	Assistant	

PSY	515:	Quantitative	Analysis	I	(In	Person	Graduate—Fall	2023)	
PSY	549:	Capstone	in	Forensic	Psychology	(Graduate—Summer	2023)	
PSY	500:	Research	Methods	(Graduate—Summer	2023)	
PSY	544:	Advanced	Psychology	of	Criminal	Investigations	(Graduate—Summer	2023)	
PSY	468:	Psychology	and	Law	(Spring	2023)	
PSY	546:	Advanced	Forensic	Psychology	(Graduate—Spring	2023)	
PSY	553:	Psychology	Master’s	Capstone	(Graduate—Fall	2022)	
PSY	101:	Introduction	to	Psychology	(Fall	2022)	
PSY	320:	Learning	and	Motivation	(Fall	2022)	
PSYC	361:	Abnormal	Psychology	(Spring	2020)	
	

GRANTS,	HONORS,	&	SCHOLARSHIPS		
Graduate	Student	Association	Jumpstart	Research	Grant	($750)	 2023	

Anti-Lesbian	Bias	in	the	Courtroom	
PI:	Kristen	Gittings	

Graduate	Student	Group	Travel	Award	($2850	split	among	3	PhD	students)	 2023	
Graduate	Student	Individual	Travel	Award	($950)	 2023	
Outstanding	Graduating	Psychology	Senior	($825)	 	2022	
Family	Science	&	Community	Development	Academic	Achievement	Award	 2022	
Honors	College	and	Undergraduate	Research	Travel	Grant	($975)	 2022	
Towson	College	of	Liberal	Arts’	Faculty	and	Student	Research	Award	($500)		 2021	

The	Effect	of	Personal	Perceptions	of	Safety	and	Threat-Based	Stereotyping	on	Legal	Judgments	
PI:	Kristen	Gittings	 	

Undergraduate	Research	Club	Travel	Grant	($325)	 	2021	
Undergraduate	Research	&	Creative	Inquiry	Research	Impact	Award	($1000)		 2021	

The	Effect	of	Personal	Perceptions	of	Safety	and	Threat-Based	Stereotyping	on	Legal	Judgments	
PI:	Kristen	Gittings	 		

Hoke	L.	Smith	Scholarship	Endowment	($40,000)	 	2019-2022	
Towson	University	Foundation	Scholarship	Endowment	($2,000)	 2019-2022	
	
PROFESSIONAL	SERVICE	
Graduate	and	Professional	Student	Association	Travel	Grant	Reviewer	 2023	
	 	
PROFESSIONAL	MEMBERSHIP	
American	Psychology-Law	Society	
American	Psychological	Association	
Law	and	Society	Association	
National	Family	Science	Association	
Psi	Chi,	International	Psychology	Honor	Society	
Alpha	Kappa	Delta,	International	Sociology	Honor	Society	

	
	
		


